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CHAPTER IX.

THE  REIGN   OF  ESARJIADDOtf.

WE do not know the exact circumstances which
led to the assassination of Sennacherib, but we
shall not be far astray, in all probability, if we
ascribe it to jealousy on the part of his sons.
While he yet lived Sennacherib had made his son,
Esarhaddon (Asshur-akh-icldin), a sort of regent
over Babylonia. He had also by decree made him
the legal heir to the throne, though he was almost
certainly not the eldest son,

During his residence in Babylonia in these early
years of his life Esarhaddon (680-668)' was smit-
ten with a great love for the ancient land with all
its honored customs His whole life shows plainly

1 The chief authorities for the reign of Esarhaddon are the following:
(a) The Cylinders A, B, C, published I R, 45-47, and HI R 15,16, and
AbeLWinckler, J&itschnfttevte, 25, 20, translated into English by R, F.
Harper, Cylinder A of the Eaarhaddon Inscriptions, transliterated and
translated, with Textual Notes, from the Original Copy in the British Mu-
seum, republished from ffdbraiea, 188*7, 1888; and into German by Ludwig
Abel and Hugo Winckler, Keilinschnft. Sill, ii, pp. 124-151. (b) Tlie
Mack Stone, published I E. 49, 60, and translated into German by Winck-
ler, Ktolinswlirift. MbL, ii, pp. 120-125. (c) Tlw Stele of Zmjirli, pub-
lished by von Luschan, Awgrabwig&n in 8end$c7iirUt i, pp. 11-29 and
plates i-iv, and translated by Schrader, ibid., pp. 29-43. (d) Prayers to
the Bun Go<t, published and translated into German by J. A Knudtzon,
AwyrisdM Mete an den Sonnen Gott, i, ii, pp. 72-264 The chief in*
boriptions are transliterated and translated in Budge, The History of
n, London, 1880.